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Mississippi Curriculum Guide Project

The Mississippi Curriculum Guide Project is a project to develop curriculum materials, based in the Mississippi Curriculum Framework, to replace those materials lost in Hurricane Katrina.  When the guide is complete, it will include unit plans and lesson plans in Language Arts, Reading, and Math for grades K-12 and will be made available to all districts in the state.  Each district will remain free to decide how to use the guide, if at all.  

The Mississippi Department of Education has selected Authentic Education, an organization headed by Grant Wiggins, to direct this project.  The state has specified that all units be framed in the Understanding by Design curriculum model, a method of planning that asks designers to clarify learning goals, design powerful assessments, and align learning activities with goals and assessments.  

We cannot complete this work alone.  We seek the help and guidance of educators throughout Mississippi who are interested in contributing in a variety of ways.  If you are interested in joining us, please complete this form and email, fax, or mail it to us at one of the numbers or addresses at the bottom of this page.  Please note that this is a Word document, so you may type your responses directly onto the form.
           Your name:

 Your title:

        District name:

    District address:

        School name:

     Subject area(s):

      Grade level(s):

           Your email:

        Office phone:

        Home phone:

Which part of the project most interests you (check all that apply)?

____  Designing full curriculum units using the Understanding by Design approach

____  Designing lesson plans for units

____  Reviewing units as they are drafted, to offer feedback

____  Piloting units in my classroom or a classroom in my district

Do you have prior experience in curriculum design?  If so, please explain:

Do you have any experience with Understanding by Design?  If so, please explain:

Do you have any special skills or experience that would benefit this project?

Please explain briefly your principal interests in being involved in this project.

If you have a current resume, please include it.  If you do not, please provide some information on your level of education and your education experience.  Brief comments will be sufficient.

My participation:  I submit this application to Authentic Education to join the international team working on the Mississippi Curriculum Guide Project.  I understand that before I can begin work, I will receive training from a member of the Authentic Education staff, as well as clear guidance on the form my work should take.  I further understand that this is a collaborative project, and that any work I produce will go through several rounds of editing, to make sure it meets all project goals and that it fits well with other pieces of the project.  

Ownership of work:  I understand that Authentic Education will own the copyright to any materials produced under this project.  Authentic Education, in turn, will offer a perpetual license to the Mississippi Department of Education to use the materials in any way it chooses, at any time in the future.  In addition, Authentic Education will grant to all contributors to any curriculum unit, as well as the districts where those contributors currently work, the perpetual license to use all materials in any way they choose, at any time in the future.  Teachers, then, may alter their units, take them to another district (even if that district is outside of Mississippi), and share them with other educators.

Payment:  Mississippi law prevents Authentic Education from paying educators for participating in any training that takes place during the school day.  However, once training is complete, we are able to pay educators for unit designs and lesson plans that they produce outside of school time, at a payment range between $200 for a unit outline to $400 for a full set of lesson plans for that unit.  Authentic Education will offer complete payment information before it asks you to sign a final contract.   

Approval:  It is the goal of Authentic Education to select a broad range of Mississippi educators from different regions, backgrounds, school settings, subject areas, and grade levels.   If I am accepted as a project team member and I am currently employed by a district, I will provide to Authentic Education the signed approval of my principal and/or district superintendent, as appropriate.   If I am selected, I understand that my continued membership on the team will rely on my ability to produce quality work, to collaborate effectively with other team members, and to meet firm project deadlines.

​________________________________________________              ______________________

Signature






      Date

(If submitting this document electronically, please indicate agreement to the above conditions by typing your name and providing a date.)
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Authentic Education        PO Box 148        Hopewell, NJ  08525      

p: 609-466-8080      f: 609-466-4033      www.authenticeducation.org
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